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Pr«sident to Halt Competi¬
tion Among Employers

for Workers.

UNFAIR TO NATION
UNDER WAR STRESS

Government Forced t o
Take Over Recruiting

of Labor.
ACTION TAKEN IS PLAN

OF SECRETARY WILSON

Head of Labor Portfolio Wrote
President That War

Demands It

President Wilson last night called
on the employers of the country to
cease competition for labor among!
themselves, and apply to the gov¬
ernment for their needs.
/l+bor he appealed to to fall in
with the plan. The needs of the war.
h- declared, demand It.

Text .( Statement.
Hia statement reads:
"For more than a year it has been

our pride that not our armies and'
naviea only but our whole people ia
engaged in a righteous war. We
have said repeatedly that Industry
playa as essential and honorable a
role In this great struggle as do our
military armaments. We all recog¬
nize the truth of this, but we must
nlso see Its necessary Implications
namely, that Industry, doing a vital
**** the nation, must recelva
the support and assistance of the
nation. We muat recognise that it
is a natural demand.almost a i*Tit
of anyone serving his confttry
whether employer or employ«. to
know that his service Is being used

,
most effective manner pos¬

sible. In case of labor this whole¬
some desire has been not a littla
thwarted owing to the changed con¬
ditions which war has created In the
labor market. j
'Wwatt Ignorance.

There lias been much confusion as
to eaacntial products. There has been
ignorance of conditions.men have
gone hundreds of miles in search ot
a Jab and wages which they might
have__ found at their doors. Employ-
r'* h°ldin< government contracta of
the.hiShest importance have competed
lontrl"* 3 "i,h hold"> of similar
contracts. and even with the gov¬
ernment itself. »rd have conducted
expensive campaigns for recruiting
!?TsJn sections where the supplv
of labor was already exhausted Cal¬
ifornia draws its unskilled labor from

rlj r
Buff»'<>- and New

^ork from as far west as the Mis-

d!f^P; Thl" ,al>0r hM been in-

Mace
fruitlessly from on.

»"""I con*M,'ng the rall¬

ies *" * b°,h ,,me and

(¦fair I* \atlaa.
>Such a condition is unfair alike

r,
existence 1 !Kn,t'°n """. "hose
existence is threatened by any de¬
crease in its productive power It

' thU situation can £
1 larlfled and equalized by a central

mVntCs7rl1e «.P.oy-
iX the Apartment of

£w ,
counsel of the War

n? , f .r C ." Bo,rd " We voice
Industrial agencies of the

muat fc ,
* ce»tral agency

muat have sole direction of all re¬
cruiting of civilian workera in war
work. and. in taking over this great

^T£wiry; "the
have power to assure to essential
induatry an adequate supply of la-
i ' mi1 to 'he extent of wlth-

n^SdJctlor0 T!r" from noneasentlal

production^ It must alao protect
laoor from Insincere and thought-
Jeas appeals made to It under the

when
and *,rure u that

* '« aaked to volunteer in
soma priority Industry, the need is

***** '. Refrain After Jaly.

PrellrfZnt0^; .!. ??oodrow Wilson.
^ tha L nited stafaa _#

(no United state, 5
solemnly urge all employers engaged
" WV.WOrk «° refrain after Aug

*

.
. tnm recruiting unskilled labor

.

them both alike to

vainI.. "III have
? ,!ln' lf to prove

md°njLtI' Watlon that the highest
ind beat form of efflciency la the
pontaneoua co-operation of a free
¦eopJe.

"WOODROW WILSON."
On June IS Secretary Wilson sen:
ha following letter to the President

«r£la5 military necessity of such

"My dear Mr. Prealdent-Our in-
creasing military energies are put-
.!!".! Upon lndu»try which call
or the moat careful husbanding of
>ur man power. We can no
e.ve our labor supply to the un4g-
ilated forces of competition nor even

K"*efforu of «*"
^nr^I *fver»»*nt unrelated to
c®.pr*J*n«iva policy and unified dl-

ectlon. There is an Increasing short.
.«* ot unskilled labor foT war oro-
.eta and likewise a shortage in cer

of skUW^eriT Sic
iceded labor most ha secured for war

?-'*.U,irrirr.b/ *",w'n« non«Men-

.reaent this la done largelVa *'hap'

.rd. A dlspensabie £*"
j Ojmuiihi ok pacl two.
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WINE-GROWERS
BEGIN CLOSING!
OUT BUSINESS,!

|California Concerns Believe
Dry Regime Certain,

Says Kahn.
California wine growers are already

beginning to liquidate their business,
in anticipation that the Sheppart) na¬

tional prohibition amendment will be
ratified by the States. Julius Kahn.
Representative from that State, told
the Senate Agricultural Committee
!j;esterd»y.

"In opposing the Jones amendment
which seeks to stop the sale as well
as the manufacture of Intoxicants,
Mr. Kahn told the committee that If
the admenflment were passed. Cali¬
fornia would lose not only a *10,000.000
investment in this year's grape crop,
but perhaps fcW.OOO.OOO worth of prop-
erty would be rendered useless.
The California Congressman was the

first speaker at a series of hearings
the committee is holding on the pro¬
hibition amendments to the food
stimulation bilL Dry* and wets are
both concentrating an efforts on these
amendments. The fact that President
Wilson has opposed a prohibition rider
to an appropriation bill makes the
fight all the sharper.
In. addition to Mr. Kahn, Dr. E. C.

Dinwiddle, secretary of the Anti-Sa-
loon League, appeared for the Jones
amendment, and John J, Kearney, of
Boston, representing unionized hotel
employes and bartenders, against It.

Selling Oat.
Representative Lea. of Santa Rosa,

Cal. and Senator Phclan. of that
State, will speak today In behalf of
the wine growers' Interests.
"California wine growers are al-

ready liquidating their businesses."
said Mr. Kahn to the committee.

"re getting ready to quit. They
realize It Is probable the Sheppard
amendment will be ratified by thirty-
six States. So they are disposing of
their stocks as quickly as they can
It will take them two or three years
to liquidate.
"But war-time prohibition will de¬

stroy all their property, and they
should be given time to wind up their
affairs. It would take at least five
months to use this year's fruit crop In
wine manufacture. The bulk of the
(trapes have no food value, and then
would he no virtue In saving them for
foodstuffs. The growers cannot dis¬
pose of the grapes satisfactorily by
using them for grape Juice."
The Callfornlan commented on the

*kst wine rations are issued to
the French and Italian armies, and
that the British are given a rum ra¬
tion.
"They seem to give pretty good ac¬

count of themselves as fighters," he
»a ia.

t'roblba Present Views.
Dr. Dinwiddle spoke a short time,

holding that the Jones amendment
was entirely constitutional.
Some Senators do not believe this

notably Norrls of Nebraska and
Kenyon of Iowa, committee mem¬
bers. Norrls Questioned the consti¬
tutionality yesterday. The Senators
£?in r "«"l**®1 to Prevent the
sale of the Intoxicants already man¬
ufactured. and Senator Norrls may
Offer a substitute. There la also
some doubt whether grapes used
for wine-manufacture may be used
ror food.
Mr. Kearney said thousands of the

union men he represented would be
thrown out of employment by a
bone-dry prohibition amendment
Senator Smith of South Carolina,

who acta as chairman of the Agri¬
cultural Committee during the ab¬
sence of Senator Gore of Oklahoma.
said that no vote would be taken on
the prohibition amendment until the
hearing* today and Wednesday were
completed.

SWEDISH SHIPS FOR ALLIES.

400.000 Tonnage Promised, An¬
nounced Last Night.

London, June 17..The UljitedStates and the allies have reached
an agreement with Sweden, bywhich they obtain 400.000 tons of
Swedish shipping. Official announce¬
ment to this effect was made here
last night.

POPE WRITES WHITE BOOK.
Rome. June Ji..Epocha aays the

Pope will shortly publish a WhileBook on the attUude of tbc Holy
See throughout the war.

Cary Asks House
to Probe Living

Cost in District
Why does It coat more to

live in Washington than any
city In the country?
That la what Congress

to know and probably
will know soon. Represen¬
tative Cary introduced a bill
yesterday in the House to in¬
vestigate the high cost of
living in the District and find
out who or what is rtfipon-
sible.
The bill calls for an invest¬

igating committee to be ap¬
pointed from the membership
of the House and is to have
power to summon dealers in
foodstuff and examine their
books and records.
Representative Cary also

complains that the Food Ad¬
ministration's powers are too
limited snd insist^ that they
be broadened ao that food
profiteering can be checked.
The bill would appropriate
910.000 to carry on the work
of investigation.

Offer to Raincoat Maker
Leads Men With "Influ¬

ence" Into Trap.
NET OUT FOR OTHERS

Justice Department Aims to
Root Out Contingent

Fee System.
Sensational disclosure* of alleged

graft conspiracy in connection with
government contracts were made yes¬
terday by the Department of Justice
in announcing: the Indictment in Phil¬
adelphia of John Fleming. John T.
Cavanaugh, Eugene Sullivan and Jo¬
seph Kohn.
They are charged with hgving of¬

fered to obtain for the Quaker City
Raincoat Company of Philadelphia a
contract for 100.000 army raincoats,
provided the concern split profits and
granted then^ large commissions for
the use of their "influence" in getting
the order.
The department In announcing the

capture of the men, severely scored
the practices of "contingent fee con¬
tractors," and promised to round up
numbers of men engaged in these
practices In Washington, New York,
and other cities.
Yesterday agents of the department

and ofTteers of the military and naval
Intelligence spread a network over all
sections of the country where the
system has prevailed, and the private
papers of hundreds of corporations,
having contractual relations with the
[government, were put under search-
ing examination.

Lared to Hotel Here.
The four men arrested fell into a

cleverly laid trap set by the gov¬
ernment B. A. Ritta*. president of
the raincoat company, having dit-
dosed to the government the Im¬
proper proposals, the four men were
induced to come to Washington and
at a local hotel drew up with Bit*
tan formal contract under which a
commission was to be paid.

| The sum of 1500 in cash was to
be exacted of Bittan for the benefit| of an officer In the Quartermasters'
Corps, who, the four men assured
the raincoat manufacturer, had to be
"rtxed." Referring to the fact that
the Department of Justice had on
April 5 issued a warning against the
system of contingent fee contracts,
the department in a statement is-
sued yesterday afternoon said:

Warning Not Heeded.
"Instead of taking notice of this

warning the system has continued its
practices. There are today a num-
ber of brokerage and contingent fee
corporations who boldly circularize
the manufacturers of the country
stating that they have close relation¬
ship with some or all of the depart¬
ments of the government, and In some
instances influences with individuals
in these departments, sinister In
character, which give them power to
obtain favorable contracts for their
clients In consideration of commis¬
sions which run from 2 to 10 per cent
of the amount of the contract. In a
number of cases the contingent fee
man has informed the manufacturer
that the latter could not deal with
the government except through him,
and that unless the manufacturer
paid the contingent fee he could not
get the contract.
"There are other instances where

the manufacturer has sought the con-
tract broker and requested him to
obtain a contract for the manufac-
turer, who willingly agreed to paythe commission. As government con-
tracts run into hundreds of millions,
if the proceeds of a large number ofthese are shared with the contingentfee man. the amount of these com¬
missions can be imagined.j

Volunteer Information.
In addition to the announcementthat search is being made today ofthe records of all manufacturers!

with contractual relations with the
government, the statement aAds:
"A search also has been made ofjthe papers of certian Arms and cor¬

porations who act in the capacity of
contingent fee operators. The gov.
ernment has been aided In its plan
of investigating the whole situation
through loyal and patriotic manufac¬
turers who have volunteered infor¬
mation..
"There Is no Intention to lnterfer«

with legitimate relationships between
manufacturers and the various le-
partments of the government over
contracts, but the manufacturer must
deal directly with the department and
not through a middleman or agents
employed on a contingent fee basis.
"The government, through all its

agencies. Is determined that money
shall not be expended on contingent
fees for brokerage contractors."
It was also pointed out that ine

government recently obtained the
conviction of a contractor who con-

I nived with an army officer to get a
government contract. The contractor
was sentenced to five year* In the
penitentiary, while the officer was
given a twenty-year sentence by
court-martial.

HIGH FARES BAR VISITORS.
Camp Upton. I* I., June 17..Less

than one-third the usual number of
Sunday visitors came to camp Sun¬
day, because o£ the advance in rail¬
road rates that became effective
last Monday. Excursion tickets for
sightseers that formerly were $2.70
now are $4.21.

PRISONERS BACK IN WAR.
London. June 17..A despatch to

th« Zxch&nge Telegraph Company
from Amsterdam says the Prussian
War Mlnlater has announced that all
German prisonera of war repatriated
from Russia will resume their mili¬
ary service after a ahort furlough.

/!===================

McAdoo Pleads
With Patriotsto
BuyWarStamps
Secretary McAdoo today la-

sued the following appeal In the
war saving* campaign:
"More than 800.000 of Ameri¬

ca's aona are already on the
flelda of France where the
bloodiest attacks of all history
are raging. They are suffering
and dying for us at home. They
are giving- their lives freely
and heroically to save Amer¬
ica and liberties of mankind.
They need food, clothing and
armsi
"Everyone who buys War

savings stamps or signs a

pledge to gave and buy these
stamps over a period of time
helps himself and helps direct¬
ly every American hero In
France. Isn't this the least
each patriot can do to enable
our gallant boys to tight vic¬
toriously or to die gloriously In
the cause of humanity and
liberty? Let no one who gen¬
uinely loves America and
wants to serve fall to enlist In
the great army of war -savers
during the period ending June
28. 1918."

V"

mmm
D. C. NATIONAL
GUARD REMADE
President Writes Letter Fa¬

voring Bill Just Report¬
ed in House.

President Wilson has taken notice
officially of our undermanned police
department. In a letter yesterday
,.9 Chairman Dent, of the Hoaaa
Military Affairs Committee. the
President, While not crlUdjfbc th#
Poliee Department, expresses an In¬
terest in the new, District National
Guard, the bill for which has just
passed out of the hands of the
House Military Committee, and
states very plainly that the force
now in uniform Is not adequate to

i^dV an emergency. The lettter

My Dear Mr. Dent:
"Will you not pardon me if I ex¬

press an Interest in S. S755 .Senate
Bill creating a new District Na¬
tional Guard)? The police forces of
the District are not adequate for
more than ordinary police duty, and

11 Perhaps a matter!
of rather critical importance that
a resident military force should be
available for the District of Co¬
lumbia.

"Cordially and sincerely, yours

th
WOODROW WILSON.'"

The bill referred to, which will
soon be reported to the House for
consideration, creates an entirely
new organiaxtion which will, in a

replace the men from the
old National Guard now in the Fed¬
eral service. However, the enlist¬
ment reqmremenu are left to the
President, and he may state these
requirements as he sees lit. Men
over draft ago may be enlisted In
the new guard. It win 8ee service

!?¦ 1
e.ergency In the District or

of theanb.il°r| V'rg,nia- Th* object

oLIn! ..
create an official

organization to take the place of
the unofficial home defense leagues

would "!mi,ar organisations who
would be required for duty in an
emergency.

FRENCH PAPERS HAIL
MESSAGE OF WILSON

Have Joy in Expression of Nation¬
al Brotherhood.

Pre^!dn?tl>T1"0n'* recen' reply to

versarv nf »kncare> "Pon the annl-
landInS of American

Flinch pre^.y'^l^f^p herolc'aacrlflcea
inIhto "France J, ll.ten-

Ameriei wuK ,
"'Preparation from

laSS?^
him to ohl^n b*lng resolved with

j to.."
taln pe,ce trough vie-I

French' e!?,'former president of the

P^ J^ "0"' Writln« "¦ «ne of the

of PreiSawu r*ea"" the «'°rds

5e°nt TohrC1v'V'*nl th#"^ «*.

fo the fX^ u!" jecepUon given

Wilson said, "Why do^ou ^Tfhat?
VManl writes] '"it^n*. To^the
.'on^l ,,0n0r President WU-
"acta Rirht

,he l0ftlc °f the

nitS fISSLfVrS °Ver and doml"

-ftJSS-nno'^upTreHl!
MOTOR CAR K1LLS CHILD.

Lvd^ne,ter-.N' T- June 17.James
Jersey ciw l,rave"">* sal«.m.n"of
jersey City, drove an automnhii. i.

to another motor car carrying nine
persona. Instantly killing a rhiM
H« wa. h«,d. for ma.sl!aifgh*»r
EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

lut*> FT.The exchange of
JtO.OOO prisoner* of war b«tw#*n

"Bttjr* German;-. In accordance
.Brrn' »«~«.ent. is

beginning. Special trains carrying!

»nicn^u7n.,*'.e.movin*

ITALY'S BATTLE
SUPREME IN
HISTORY

All Armies, Whole Nation,
Engaged Against An¬

cient Enemy.
FIELD IS FROM AS1AGO
PLATEAU TO THE SEA

71 Austro-Hungarian Di
visions Identified as

Best Available.
GERMANY SUPPLIED CANNON,
MORTAR AND WAR MATERIAL

Forces Are Seven-Ninths of Man-1
power Resources of Dual

Monarchy.
Rome, June 17..Tonight a semi¬

official statement was given to the
press which says, in part:
"The battle now being fought

from the Asiago plateau to the
sea is not a struggle that inter¬
ests one front or one army, but
is the greatest battle Italy lias
ever fought.

."It is the battle of all of its
armies and of the whole nation
against all the forces of the an¬

cient enemy.
_"Of the ninety-two divisions

which form the mobilired force*
of Austria-Hungary Mve«tr-o*«
have been identified. It ». *t-
firwed that these seventy-one d»-
.piuis. though they constitute
mrtuerically three-quarters of the
mobilized forces, represent quali¬
tatively the whole of the really
efficient troops that Austria-Hun-
gary possesses.

G«w» Material.
Germany, the statement .ays, fur-

nUbed her ally with cannon, trench
mortar, and war material of every
description. Documents
prisoners show the enemy expected
to carry the battle swiftly from the
trenche. Into the open, ao as to
brine about a war of movement, sjdthat the Austrian troop, were told
they would find a rich and fertile
country at their feet once the forti¬
fied rone of defense was overrun.

Austrian* Defeated,
Reorganize. jIxmdon, June 17-The Austrian*,
having been defeated in their first on¬
rush against the British front in Itatj.
are now reorganising, the war 3«lce
announced tonight Map. found en
Austrian prisoners show that the <-n
emy's objectives Saturday were Monte
Pau and Cima dl Fonte.
Four mountain guns, fortj -three

machine guns and seven Flammen-
werfers (flame throwers) have been
captured by the British. The latter.
casualties were slight
British flier, dropped 300 bombs ana

fired 2.500 rounds on the Austrian
troops crossing the Plave, the state¬
ment says.

SOLDIER POLICE
HELP TO QUELL
A LITTLE RIOT
Two squads of military police from
r,Q._ \feies and several policemen
from the Ninth precinct quelled a aot
which had 1U beKltming througb sWn.

sen ted Policeman B. F. Williams,
the Ninth precinct, wresting ^Williams, negro '

who la"15 Ninth street northwrst who .

alleged to have been throwing stones

"poltoeman"Williams hailed a pass-tariutomoblle to take hi. prtsone'
to the Ninth precinct when a crow^
drew hi. revolver to keep them

bTWo squad* of militaryr&wrs
waccewled ^''rounding UP nine of
alleged .tone throwers.

Released os Collateral. ,

wSS a'cSrje
^ n"ne'negroes irrested were:
Otha Watson. U Tears "'wall"'*l«r%r.nOold >0ti-l Fenton'trJt\T;lh;rt:i"'r"nTonnro*.nt;.V.

Eugene Butler. 2J years
Md
~

L atreet northaaat; Frank

M,Myrtle stVTct" northea»t^ *»3£rfUstreet"'northeast *"*nd G.orgjannaDevau*hn. UokS- M T^1|tre«t north*«gt. ^

BRITISH CRAFT SUNK;
15 OF CREW MISSING

U-Bo*t Torpedoes Commercial
Cruiser Patia.

London, Juno 17.Tha British
commercial crulacr Patia waa tor¬
pedoed and sunk on Jane U by a tub-
marine, the admiralty announced to¬
night. One oflloer and fifteen men are
missing.
The Patia waa a Teasel of (,Mt tone

and hailed from Belfast She waa
built In 1313 and waa owned by El¬
ders and Fyffea, Ltd.

Official Report*
From Wqr Front

AMERICAN.
The following communique wu re¬

ceived from the headquarters of Gen.
Pershing last night:
"There have been lib important de¬

velopments at any of the point® occu¬

pied by our troops. In Ptcardy, In the
Chateau-Thierry region, and in the
Woevre artillery lighting of moderate
intensity ha* occurred. Patrols have
been active in Plcardy, in Lorraine
and in the Vosges, where a hostue
raid was broken up by our fire during
the night"

FRENCH.
Paris, June 17..The French repuls¬

ed German counter attacks between
the Aisne and Oise rlvrs todsy and
consolidatd their ains north of
Haute-Braj-e, the war office announc¬
ed last night The number of pris¬
oners taken in the latter region in
the last few days' flghtinr is *70.
Twenty-flve machine guns and eight
trench mortars were captured.

ITALIAN.
Rome. June 17..The Italians have

so far taken 4.512 prisoners, includ¬
ing 12 officers, the war office an-
nounces. The total includes 7161
taken by the British and 261 by the
French.
"We are effectively opposing the

enemy's advance." says the state¬
ment
A fierce battle to raging along the

line Ciano-telle Creat-fct. An-
dree (all on right bank of tfen
Piave). the war office statement
says. The Austrian* are continuing
"powerful pressure" in efforts to
extend their occupation of Montello
and open a way into the plain*.
Between the Aaiago Plateau and

Monte Grappa the enemy's efforts
were limited yesterday, due to the
terrific losses suffered by him Sat-
urday. Italian. British and French
troops regained ground at several
points on this front rectifying their
line, the report states.

"All are fighting with desperate
energy." says the war office state-
ment." There is an abundance of
war material.
"The order is to advance at all

costs. Regardless of losses, the
enemy is attempting to obey.
Thousands of bodies cover the
ground in front of the Italian moun-
tain sector and along the Piave now
heaps of dead are piled up with
every assault"
"The enemy is still far away from

his objectives." the statement adds,

AUSTRIAN.
Vienna, via London, June 17..The

number of prisoners brought in from
the southwest front < Piave > has in¬
creased to 12.000, the war office an¬
nounces. The Austrian* captured
Capo Sile and gained more ground
west of San Dona. Violent Italian
attacks west of the Brenta were re¬
pulsed, and counter attacks on bolh
sides of the Oderzo-Treviso Railway
(on the right bank of the Piave)
broke down, the statement asserts.

GERMANS TO SHELL
U S. COAST, THREAT

Paper Says Scenes Will Chill Pre*-,
ident's Marrow.

Threats of bombardment of the
coast of the United tSates by Ger-
man submarines are mad* in Ger¬
man newspapers, according to cable
advices received by th* State De¬
partment.
One paper says: "Scenes may be

expected to follow which will caus*<
the marrow of Wilson's bones to
turn cold."
The newspaper reports state that

the U-boats are causing great de¬
struction to American shipping and
that the forced halt of the shipment
of American soldiers abroad is the
decisive blow to French hopes for
victory. Another report says:
"America Is alrasdy trembling

through fear of aerial attacks and
the hour is not far distant when
American ports will be bombarded
with German cannon."

BROADWAY ALIGHT AGAIN.

Order Rescinded After 2 Weeks of
Abysmal Darkness.

New Torlc, June 17..After two
weeks of abysmal darkness, Bror.d-'
way biased with light again tonight in
response to an order issued late today
by Police Commissioner Enright re¬
scinding the ban against all unneces¬
sary lighting. The lights were orig¬
inally dimmed to ssfeguard the city
from possible German air attacks.
Commissioner Enright conferred to¬
day with Maj Gen. W. A. Mann, com¬
mandant of the Department of the
East, after which the welcome re¬
scinding order was issued.

GIFT TO SWISS RED CROSS.
Berne, June IT..Charlee P. Ben¬

nett. representative of the American
Bed Cross in 8wItserland, has re¬
mitted $100,060 to the Swiss Red
Cross as an appreciation on the part
of America for the work Switzerland
has done for the victims of the war.
especially the wounded prisoners of
the Entente Bottoms to flu. life

Huns Drive Furiously Against
Piave Froi t, Pouring

Rivers of Blood.
YET ADVANCE IS NEGLIGIBLE

Apparent Ludendorff Must Take Men from
France, Giving Allies Their

Chance. «

Beaten to a standstill in the mountains, the Austrian!, on

the third day of their great drive in Italy, flung themselvet
with redoubled fury against the Piave front. They were able
only at a tremendous cost in blood to creep forward.

The menace of their advance on Treviso and Venice, while
not yet mastered, is well held. The invaders are still on the
west bank of the Piave; they have taken the crest of Montello,
have captured Capo Silo and have shoved their lines forward
west of San Dona di Piave.

Such are the results of three days' incessant assaults, coat¬
ing mountains of corpses, in the greatest military gambel of
the war that was to carry the Austrian armies by storm into
the rich and fertile plains of Northern Italy to find the food
that is becoming scarcer and scarcer at home, where their
women and children are crying for bread and peace.

INDICATIONS OF FAILURE.
Two thousand additional prisoners arc claimed by Vienna on Ae

Piave front.the most convincing indication of failure since, measured
by the bold plans of the foe, such a total for twenty-four hours is a

ridiculous handful. The number of miles they have advanced, too,
can be counted on the fingers of one hand.

As the situation stands, on the face of both Italian and Aus¬
trian official accounts, only a miracle can .prevent dm gigantic Aus¬
trian drive from choking in Austrian blood.

Only a sudden collapse of Italian army morale, equal to that
of the 1sonzo district, could spell a real success to the drive.and
that would, indeed, be a miracle, for haly's men are fighting in this
battle with a lire and valor that make the catastrophes of last fall
a mocking memory.

Behind them, this time, stands a nation forged into iron unity
on the anvil of suffering, resolved, having once seen the door of doom
yawn wide open, lo keep it shut forever.

CHARLES' THRONE IS TOTTERING.
But if this now or nothing drive tumbles to utter defeat.»hat

then? The noose around the Hapsburg empire's neck contracts, the
crash so long a foregone conclusion, comes at last.but what of h«r
"driver," the still mighty ally who drove her into this abyss? A
new vista opens, a new gamble.the last.

Inconrrovcrtible military logic, the logic of self defense, will
dictate it: The moment that Ludendorff sees the "'jig is up" for
Austria in Italy.and perhaps that moment is already past tense by
now.Germany will rush, must rush every available reserve division
to save her tottering vassal.

Once again, as at the height of so many previous campaigns in
the West, Hohenzollern must shove his pile of profit chips orer to

his bad luck partner.
A thinning of the West front, a shifting to Yenetia of all the

picked reserves that were to hold entry into Paris, in Amiens and
Calais, seems tonight written in the stars as an inevitable, uncompro¬
mising command of fate.

Alltea* Opportunity. *

But what then? There have been

huge changes in the face of the
western theater. It is no longer a

trench line from the «oa to Swit-
zerland. In four vital sectors it has
been "war in the open," since four
weeks, two of them huge, threaten-
ing, have been thrust westward.
With overwhelming numerical su¬

periority. these were mighty swords
in the sides of the allies; but with a

German line, with the special shock
divisions rushed to distant Venetia.
these victorias of four great battles,
these long, wide wedges, become
terrible boomerangs to the victor
and wonderful weapons in the hands
of the allies.

Foch May Use Reaervea.
That Is the new vista: a terrific,

concentrated allied counter-offensive,
with Foch's hesehves, whom thePrus-
sisn war minister called .'nonexist¬
ent." in the fore at the psychological
moment of the war; the realization,
at least, of the fondest plan of the
allied military masters; the crushing
of the central empires between two
giant steam rollers.
That the end of the Austrian drive

will mean the beginning of a great
Italian offensive all along the line
seems inevitable, because the end of
this drive, unless all signs deceive,
means also the collapse of the Aus¬
trian "home front." and most prob¬
ably of Austrian army morale, irre¬
sistible invitations to an Italian coun¬

ter push.

Admitted Objects
of Offensive.
London. June 17..Rome dispatches

quote Austrian prisoners as admitting
that the strategic objective of the of¬
fensive were:

1. To drive southward frpm Asiago
and capture Vicenxa. cutting the
Italian communications of the Italian
right.

2. By an attack on both sides of the
Brenta to open the road to

S. To cross the Piave between Solo
dl Piave and Ban Dona di Piave and
march to Trevteo.

Hsu Take Prisoners
In Raid On Our Froat
With the American Array In Franec.

Jun* IT..Following an enoounter In
M Of

.d ta tka OanoaV trcnehaa la

on* and «oundiB( one. the GenD&ns
raided oar (rout, taking some pritoo*
ers.
The German loeaea in j e&lendays

fighting at Xivray in the Woevre, at*
ratimated at mora than 2M. Ten
bodies were found In XIvray and
sixty lie in No Man's I^and. Others
who mere wounded were carried off
by their returning comrades. There
was a heavy downpour of rain last
night and today in the Toul nee tor.
The Germans did not renew their nt-
tack.

Guns and Planes Actirt
Near Chateau Thierry.
With the American Army at tfe§

lliarnc. June 17..There waa no infant
try action on thla front today, but
there was increased artillery and
serial activity in the sectors north
and east of Chateau-Thierry.
The Germans drenched B*lle«a

Wood with mustard faa, the fumes
clinging to the trees and foliage The
Americana merely took up positions
on higher ground and sniped off en¬
emy patrol*.
To the east of Chateau-Thierry. Ger¬
man pioneers attempted to implaoe
a foot-bridge across the Marne. hut
the allied artillery prevented them
from keeping up their work.
Rain this afternoon prompted the

Germane to renew their gaa shelling.

BIG MONET FOR BIG TOE.

New York. Jane 17..A bu'i lit*
is worth 115.000 A rlrt'a imuked
toe is worth 117,000. Thla waa
fettled today whan Brooklyn Jsriee
awarded the una named far the
loaa of Harry Masker's life and tb«
crushing of Miaa Fassla C Cia-
merlllo'a toe.
To be sure It wu lfiaa Ciemerillo'e

crest toa that suffered. and that
may have influenced tba Jurors.

COMMONS TO SIT JULT 4

Union. June IT..Soasr U* an¬
nounced is tba hone* of assnsnasa
today that Parliasasat wtll aet ad-
lours on July 4. Is answer to .
query from William Theme. the
chancellor of the exchequer astd

*-1 hardly think it weald be a asfc-
lafsctory wsy t e celebrajp teTMrtk


